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Biography
Tony is the son of Vietnamese refugees; growing up in poverty in the 1990s in what was the drug capital of Australia, 
Cabramatta.

Like many refugees from the Vietnam War, Tony’s parents hope of a safe new home for their family was crushed by the 
1990s heroin culture that overtook the lives of their children.

AAt 13, Tony escaped the loneliness and domestic violence of his home life and joined one of the most notorious crime 
gangs in Cabramatta, nding himself jailed a year later.

Tony continued to deal drugs when he was released. It seemed at the time that the gang gave him a sense of belonging 
and self-importance. At the age of 16, he faced the harsh reality of this lifestyle by losing a close friend to a drug over-
dose, while other friends went to jail.

In 2004, Tony made some powerful positive choices that changed his life forever. With 14 family and friends who died 
as a result of that destructive life style, Tony shares his heart-wrenching story of redemption to schools, councils and 
organisations all over the country and abroad.

Tony brings an insightful and powerful multimedia presentation of transformation and hope that leaves audiences 
impacted and inspired.

With over 10 years experience working with disengaged youths, Tony has devoted his life to helping people break free 
from the same destructive cycle he was once trapped in. As the founder of Inspire180, Tony to seeks to make lasting 
impact on this needy generation. 

NNow a husband and a father to 6 children (2 adopted), Tony nds satisfaction in continuing his studies and has become 
the subject of more than 30 newspaper articles and has been interviewed on top-rating radio stations across the 
nation.

“Tony’s Cabramatta story is set 
to both shock and inspire” 

Fairfax journalist

“The boys were completely absorbed 
by Tony’s story” 
Glengarry, Scots College



About us
Inspire180 is about building resilience in young people through storytelling, mentoring, and drug education. 
Tony seeks to engage, educate, and recalibrate cultural perceptions and values through ‘fence building’ resiliency develop-
ing processes. In order to shift the community perception, particular adolescent attitudes around criminal gangs, alcohol, 
and drugs, must be moved away from the cultural expectation of participation, towards the proactive and protection option 
of ‘not having to’ approach. 

Key Points
•  Over 15 years of experience working with young people from diverse backgrounds. 
•  Tony engages the audience with his humour, passion, and contagious enthusiasm. He is a dynamic presenter, who      
        leaves audiences empowered, encouraged, and inspired. 
•  Tony brings a confronting multimedia presentation unmasking the gloried criminal lifestyle through his real life 
  experiences.
•  Tony’s amazing account is one of courage, resilience, and hope despite all opposition.

WhWhat we do
Keynote
Tony’s Cabramatta Story is centered on choices and consequences, bringing to light the dark reality of drug abuse and the 
effects it has on family, friends, education, and community. Tony’s transformation from a life lled with tragedy and despair 
to one of hope and achievement is one to inspire every audience.  

One Eighty Schools Mentoring Program
TThroughout the 10-week structured program spanning over a school term, which incorporates workshops, activities, lead-
ership and community projects, students will embark on a journey that will inspire and transform their worldview and 
perspectives on their ability to reach their personal goals, pursue their dreams, and realise their full potential.

Alcohol and other Drug Education (AOD) - Life Ready Program
In partnership with the Dalgarno Institute, inspire180 facilitates alcohol and other drugs (AOD) Education Seminars across 
NSW, Australia. Our aim is 'Minimising harm by maximising prevention'.  Thought-provoking AOD Education that will      
keep students engaged and have them leaving equipped to deal with cultural pressures and struggles. 

“I can hear a pin drop” (900+ students)
Principal Narang High School QLD

“It was very powerful & informative”
Senior Policy Advisor Social, Health & Housing

Faireld City Council. 
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Booking Infomation

The remarkable story of Tony Hoang is the subject of a powerful and confronting 2012 
SBS documentary “Once Upon a Time in Cabramatta” and also featured in 2009 

Channel 7’s “Gangs of Oz”. Tony’s story is now out on DVD. 

Tony Hoang
+61 0433 101 622
info@inspire180.com.au
www.inspire180.com.au


